
FROM THE DEACON’S 
BENCH  – God continues to do good 
things for His community.  Even though times 
may be financially tough for many of us, His 
love is as great as it ever has been for His 
people.  We start a new church year with 
confidence that God is there for us.  His 
promise of eternal life and salvation are ready 
for us.   

As Christmas approaches we should share His 
love with as many people as we can.  Who, but 
Christ, could get the whole world to celebrate a 
holiday to share good things with others?  
Who, but God, could accomplish charity for the 
needy and a responsible people to take care of 
their resources?   It is because God first 
shared and loved us unconditionally that we 
can spread this same good.  We can make this 
a better world.  Our charity can make a 
difference, even if it affects only one person.  

 This is a great time to live and God will only 
make it better through His blessings.   

Greg 

          

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, a holy day of obligation, 
will be celebrated on Tuesday, December 8.        
Mass will be celebrated on Monday, 
December 7 at 7:00 p.m. and on Tuesday at 
12:05 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Because of the holy 
day Mass schedule, Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will not take place on Tuesday, 
December 8.   
 
RETIREMENT  FUND  FOR  RELIGIOUS   
“As expenses continue to increase and 
economic difficulties tighten our income, we 
appreciate more and more the help of the 
Retirement Fund,” notes a woman religious.  
Your tax-deductible donation supports the 
care of elderly and frail religious and helps to 
provide such basic necessities as prescription 
drugs and medical services.  Please give 
generously to next week’s second collection 
for the Retirement Fund for Religious.  To learn 
more, visit www.retiredreligious.org.   

S A C R A M E N T     O F 
RECONCILIATION will be 
celebrated at Holy Redeemer on 
Monday, December 14 at 7:30 
p.m.  Parish reconciliation 
services will also be celebrated 
on Tuesday, December 15 at St. 
Augustine, Minster and 

Thursday, December 17 at St. Michael, Ft. 
Loramie.  All services begin at 7:30 p.m.  
(Because of these services, Mass here on 
Monday and Thursday will be at 8:30 a.m.)  
Reconciliation will also be celebrated at its 
usual time on Saturday afternoons from 4:00-
4:30 p.m.     
 

 
GOT TALENT?  Holy Redeemer 
will be hosting its first-ever ‘Holy 
Redeemer’s Got Talent’ Christmas 
contest on Tuesday, December 22 
at 6:30 p.m. in the parish hall.  
We’re looking for anyone who can 

sing, dance, play an instrument, do magic, be a 
comedian or has any other talent.  Acts need 
only last a few minutes in duration and be 
performed by single, groups, families, friends, 
young and old.  All are welcome.  Cash prizes 
will be awarded for first, second and third place.  
The audience will determine the winner by 
placing money in the ballot boxes of the 
contestants.  Money raised will be sent to the 
Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem.  Got 
questions?  Contact Kathy Pape at 419-629-2543 
or 419-629-3130 or email at hrcre@nktelco.net.   

 
ASSISTANCE WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED with decorating 
the church for Christmas Ð in 
assembling, testing lights, or just 
moving boxes and plants.  Pre-

decoration (taking down Advent items, moving 
boxes from attic, assembling trees, testing lights) 
will take place on Sunday, December 20 after the 
10:00 a.m. Mass.  Decorating the church will take 
place on Monday, December 21 after the 7:00 p.m. 
Mass.  If needed, final decorating will take place on 
Wednesday, December 23 at 7:00 p.m.  Help is 
needed for any length of time.  For more 
information, please call Jim Kaiser at 419-629-1337 
or Shelli Parker at 419-629-4313.            



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND YOUTH 
MINISTRY: 
 
CYO games on Sunday, December 6 at the South 
YMCA will be:  boysÕ team vs. Minster C at 5:00 
p.m.; girlsÕ team vs. McCartyville at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who donated to the 
2009 Giving Tree.  We collected more items 
than ever and your generosity is appreciated 
by all.  All gifts and donations to Hope 
Emergency were delivered this past Thursday 
by the following volunteers:  Ken and Karen 
Balster, Alan Bishop, Marvin Heitkamp and 
Teresa Gusching-Heitkamp.  The donations 
will be sorted by volunteers in the next few 
weeks in preparation for those who will receive 
them.  The Ursuline Sisters who run Hope 
Emergency have a very organized method 
when it comes to distributing the items.  
Families in need each meet with the Sisters in 
the fall and are given vouchers for items as 
they qualify according to their economic needs 
and family size.  The families then set an 
appointment for Christmas shopping and 
come back on that day to ‘shop’ for all of the 
items they qualify for (they are not charged for 
any items).  Volunteers are there on shopping 
days to help them pick out items.  A group of 
Holy Redeemer youth will return to Hope 
Emergency on Sunday, December 20 to help as 
personal shoppers.  They will have the 
opportunity to spend the day working at the 
facility and meeting and helping families in 
need.  Anyone interested in going along on 
December 20 as a chaperone should contact 
Robin Goettemoeller at the parish office.    
 

 
MISSION MINISTRY TEAM will 
ship a container of items to 
Grenada in December.  They 
are requesting to include the 
following items:  gym weights of 

all kinds, gym/weight machines, barbell and 
dumbbells, weight bars, skipping ropes, elastic 
exercise bands, footballs, soccer balls, 
basketballs, volleyballs and musical 
instruments.  Items can be dropped off at the 
parish office by Saturday, December 12.  
Anyone with questions should call Deacon 
Greg Bornhorst at 419-629-2543.    
 

VOCATION VIEWS – John the Baptist cried 
out and made ready for the Lord.  Promote the 
gospel in our community.  (Luke 3:1-6) 
 
OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT- 
November 29 - $5,754.87              Attendance Ð 881 
Adults - $5,199.79                  High School - $6.00  
Grade School - $23.50           Anonymous - $525.58 

    
POINSETTIAS can be 
purchased to help decorate 
the church for Christmas.  

The poinsettia may be in honor 
of your family or a loved one.  Please place 
$10.00 in an envelope and drop it in the 
collection or return it to the parish office 
by Friday, December 18.  The poinsettias 
may be taken home after the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord on January 10, which 
ends the Christmas season. 
 
ST. JOSEPH, HIS ROLE IN THE NATIVITY 
will be presented by Fr. Ernie Ranly on 
Saturday, December 12 from 2:00-3:30 
p.m. at the Maria Stein Center Shrine, 
2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein, OH.  Join 
others for dessert and coffee and an 
interactive look at St. Joseph and his role 
in the Nativity.  Participants will gain a new 
appreciation for this poor carpenter and of 
life during the time of Jesus’ birth.  There 
is no cost for the program.  Pre-
registration is requested by calling 419-
925-5022 or email 
office@stmarysdeanery.com.   
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
December 7, 8, 12 & 13  
Mon.     7:00 p.m. 
Deacon G. Bornhorst Ð D. & J. Gehle Ð J. Homan 
H. Krieg Ð B. & S. McDermitt 
Tues.    12:05 p.m. 
Deacon G. Bornhorst Ð C. Brookhart 
J. & S. Bruns Ð B. & J. Clune Ð J. Suchland 
Tues.      7:00 p.m. 
Deacon G. Bornhorst Ð G. Dicke Ð M. Flaute 
P. Harrod Ð J. & L. Kuenning Ð T. Schemmel 
Sat.        5:00 p.m. 
A. Freeman Ð C. Heitkamp Ð D. Kruse Ð C. Opperman 
H. & P. Overman Ð A. Speelman Ð B. Suchland Ð C. Turner 
Sun.       8:00 a.m.  
D. & S. Bertke Ð R. & R. Kremer 
L. Kuenning Ð B. & R. Niekamp 
Sun.     10:00 a.m. 
E. Ahrns Ð J. Berning Ð F. Borchers Ð A. Flaute Ð M. & S. Francis 
T. Homan Ð J. & S. Thieman Ð L. Topp Ð M. Topp 



LECTORS: 
December 7, 8, 12 & 13                                         
Mon.     7:00 p.m. 
G. Heitkamp Ð A. Thieman 
Tues.    12:05 p.m. 
M. Sommer Ð D. Dicke 
Tues.      7:00 p.m. 
J. Homan Ð D. Freeman 
Sat.        5:00 p.m.                            
R. Tangeman Ð K. Bornhorst 
Sun.       8:00 a.m.  
F. Goettemoeller Ð D. Knapke 
Sun.     10:00 a.m. 
P. Kaiser Ð G. Topp 
 
USHERS: 
December 7, 8, 12 & 13  
Mon.   7:00 p.m. 
D. Champagne Ð L. Dicke Ð C. Griesdorn 
G. Nosek Ð W. Steineman 
Tues.  7:00 p.m. 
D. Anderson Ð S. Dwenger Ð J. Kremer 
R. Niekamp Ð T. Wente 
Sat.        5:00 p.m. 
R. Brandt Ð B. Kramer Ð J. Lehman 
T. Wenning Ð R. Ziegenbusch 
Sun.       8:00 a.m.  
D. Alig Ð P. Heitkamp Ð L. Lane 
M. McClurg Ð D. Steineman 
Sun.   10:00 a.m. 
R. Homan Ð M. Mueller Ð J. Niekamp 
B. Parker Ð G. Wendeln 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
December 13 
Nancy Topp 
 
COLLECTION COUNTERS – December 13 
B. McDermitt Ð J. Homan Ð R. Evers 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13  
Zephaniah 3:14-18a,    Philippians 4:4-7,     Luke 3:10-18 
 
MASSES: 

December 5 to 13 
Sat.       5:00 p.m.  Al Grillot  
Sun.       8:00 a.m.  Vernon Eyink 
     10:00 a.m.  Holy Redeemer Parish 
Mon.       7:00 p.m.  Living & decÕd. Wilker-Kramer 
        family 
Tues.      12:05 p.m.  Holy Redeemer Parish  
        7:00 p.m.  Paul Heitkamp   
Wed.      12:05 p.m.  Living & decÕd. Henry Phlipot family 
Thurs.       7:00 p.m.  Paul & Margaret Pape 
Fri.       8:30 a.m.  Mary Alice Youngs 
Sat.       5:00 p.m.  Bill Meyer 
Sun.       8:00 a.m.  Holy Redeemer Parish 
     10:00 a.m.  John Garman 
 
SERVERS:   
December 7 to 13                        
Vigil – Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Mon. 7:00 p.m.                             
B. Homan Ð N. Homan Ð J. Kuenning 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Tues. 7:00 p.m. 
B. Bertke Ð K. Goettemoeller Ð B. Goettemoeller 
Thurs. 7:00 p.m. 
M. Feltz Ð A. Thieman 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
M. Broerman Ð C. Broerman 
Sun. 8:00 a.m. 
K. Homan Ð L. Smith 
Sun.           10:00 a.m. 
G. Griesdorn Ð A. Berning 
 
PARISH  REPRESENTATIVES: 
December 12 & 13 
Sat.        5:00 p.m. Randy & Denise Francis 
Sun.       8:00 a.m. Charlotte Franks family 
Sun.     10:00 a.m. Stanley & Constance Frazee family 
 
 
 

 
 

ACTIVITIES:                            
Sun. - Communion to the Sick/Shut-ins by Ministers of Eucharist                             

- CCD for 3Õs, preschool and kindergarten during 10:00 a.m. Mass 
- Ensemble sings during 10:00 a.m. Mass 
- ChildrenÕs Liturgy of the Word during 10:00 a.m. Mass                       

Mon. - Adult choir rehearsal, after 7:00 p.m. Mass, in music room                                             
Tues.  - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.                                                                 
 - Exercise program, 9:15 a.m. in parish hall                                                 
Wed. - CCD classes:  Grades 1 through 6: 3:15 Ð 4:15 p.m.; 5:15 Ð 6:15 p.m.                                  
                        Grades 7 & 8:  6:30 Ð 7:30 p.m.                                                                                 
                         Grades 9 through 12:  7:45 Ð 8:45 p.m.                                                                                                           
 - ChildrenÕs choir rehearsal, 4:15 p.m. in music room 
Thurs. - Handbell choir rehearsal, 7:30 p.m. in music room                                                                 
Sun. - Communion to the Sick/Shut-ins by Ministers of Eucharist                                           
                 - CCD for 3Õs, preschool and kindergarten during 10:00 a.m. Mass                                  
 - Adult choir sings during 10:00 a.m. Mass                                                                                         
 - ChildrenÕs Liturgy of the Word during 10:00 a.m. Mass 
 - Baptism of Landon Timothy Longworth, son of John Longworth and Jessica Brussell; 
                      Averi Michelle, daughter of Adam and Michelle (Eyink) Kahlig; 
                  Payton Lee, son of Gary and Renee (Beisner) Burns; and 



                  Carson Michael, son of Blair and Beth (Meier) Lammers, 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
       John went throughout the  
       whole region of the Jordan,  
       proclaiming a baptism of  
       repentance for the forgiveness  
       of sins.                   Luke 3:3 


