FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK

= St. Paul endured more than his
share of sufferings in the spread of
the Gospel. He endured beatings,
imprisonment, and even
shipwrecks as he traveled forth with the Gospel
message. In one of his letters (Second
Corinthians) he speaks of a “thorn in (his)
flesh,” an affliction that is vague and hard to
understand. What was this thorn? Was it a
disease or ailment he was suffering? Was it a
problem he experienced in dealing with civil
authorities or with a Christian community he
had founded? We are left to wonder.

In any case, we know that Paul endured a lot
during his missionary years. So how can we
understand his perseverance and persistence
in living out his calling? Today’s second letter
of Paul to the Colossians gives us a good clue.
In the letter (1:24-28), Paul speaks of “filling up
what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ.”
Somehow with the help of God, Paul was able
to connect his experience of suffering to the
suffering endured by Christ — most especially
in the cross. St. Paul recognized something
redemptive about his own experience of
suffering. It didn’t distance him from God;
rather, it united him more closely to the
crucified and risen Lord.

Our experience of suffering can be different.
When affliction comes our way, we can be
tempted to reject God. We might think that
God has abandoned us or that God really
doesn’t care. St. Paul (and the whole New
Testament message) challenges us to think
otherwise. If we are the Body of Christ, then
our lives will experience something of Christ’'s
life, including suffering. If not for his
resurrection, our suffering would be pointless.
It would lead us only into despair. With Christ,
our suffering (whether momentary or long-term,
physical or emotional) is a gateway that leads
to healing and new life.

Fr. Mannebach

THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF ST.
COLUMBAN, knownasthe ColumbanSistersjs a
religiouscongregatiorof womendedicatedo lives
of prayerand serviceamongthe elderly, the poor
and thosewho have not yet receivedthe Gospel
message.They makethemselvesvailableto work
both at homeandin their worldwide missions.In
accordance with the Diocesan Missionary
Cooperative Plan, Columban Sister Betty
Monaghanwill visit our parishon the weekendof
July 24 and 25. Shewill speakon behalfof their
missionarywork in Asia and SouthAmerica. Your
prayersand financial assistancewill enablethe
Sistersto continueto servethe pooramongwhom
they live and work.

Tenth Annual Outdoor Mass
and Parish Picnic

An evening of fun at the Park
is scheduled for
Saturday, July 31

Mass will be at 5:00 p.m.
at Bremenfest Park, east shelter house
followed by supper and fun!

Pork, buns, potato salad,
and table service will be provided

People with last names beginning with
A-G are asked to bring snacks
H-N are asked to bring desserts
O-S are asked to bring vegetables
T-Z are asked to bring fruit/salad dishes

Do not feel obligated to bring something, just be
sure to bring yourself
However, please bring lawn chairs and
your own beverages

Reconciliation will be offered from
4:00-4:30 p.m. at church

In case of rain, Mass will be at church.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND YOUTH




MINISTRY:

Just a reminder...CCD registration forms and fees
should be turned into the parish office as soon as
possible. Class rosters are being created and
catechists are being hired now so it is helpful to
know how many children are registered for each
grade. Anyone needing a registration packet can
pick one up from the pamphlet rack at the entrance
of church.

High School Youth areinvited to travel to the Beach
Waterparkfor a day of fun in the sunon Sunday,July
25. Youth areaskedto meetin the churchparkinglot at
12:00 noon having already eaten lunch. Adult
volunteerswill drive the groupto andfrom Cincinnati.
Cost of admissionis $12. All participants are
responsiblefor their own snacksand mealsat the park.
Thegroupwill leavethe Beachat 7:00 p.m., returningto
New Bremenaround 9:00 p.m. Youth interestedin
going along on this trip should pick up a permission
form packet(packetscan be found hangingoutside of
the youth ministry office). ContactRobin Goettemoeller
for questions or more information.

Did you recently graduate from high
school in the last few years? Join other
young adults on Thursday, August 5 at 7:00
p.m. for a night of inspiration, food,
socializing and fun learning how to get
involved in college campus ministry or young
adult groups in your area. Hear some great
talks, music and videos and meet fellow young
adults interested in getting into their Catholic
faith on their college campuses or around
their hometown. The night is free of charge
and will be held at St. Henry Church
basement, 272 East Main Street, St. Henry
OH. Bring a friend and make some new ones.
For more information contact Robin
Goettemoeller at the parish office.

VOCATION VIEWS - Jesus desires that we,
like his friend Mary, would spend time in his
presence. Take time regularly to be with Jesus
and listen to his living word. (Luke 10:38-42)

OUR GIFT IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GIFT-
July 11 - $5,070.25
Adults - $4,681.00
Grade School - $31.00
Birthday Fund Collection - $9,264.00

@ BOOK CLUB MEETING will be held

on Tuesday, July 20 at 6:45 p.m. in the
conference room. The Incorruptibles by John
Carroll Cruz will be discussed. Anyone who
has any questions should call Becky Koverman
at 419-629-3470.

9 PARISH PORTRAIT DIRECTORY
COMMITTEE is seeking pictures of
men and women from our parish who
are currently serving in the military.
Pictures, which will be returned, should

be dropped off at the parish office by
Wednesday, July 28.

ADULT CHOIR will havetheir first rehearsabn
Monday,August30 at 7:30p.m. in the musicroom.
This would be a greattime for parishioners, high
school age and older, to join the choir. Anyone
with questionsshould contactNick Wilker in the
parish office.

Attendance b 765
High School - $13.25
Anonymous - $345.00

BAPTISM PREPARATION
PROGRAM for parents planning the
baptism of their first child will be held on

Tuesday,
August 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the
conference room. It is recommended
that parents participate in a preparation program
during pregnancy. Please contact the office to
register. (The next program will be conducted in
November.)

MEN FROM THE NORTHER PART OF THE

DIOCESE will havea follow-up to the Catholic
MenO<Lonferenceon Sunday,July 18 from 1:00-
2:30 p.m. at St. Michael Hall, 33 EIm Street,Ft.
Loramie. Mr. Kent Linnemanfrom Cincinnati,one
of the organizersof the MenO<Conference will

speakaboutprayerandfaith in the workplace. All

men are encouragedo come and join for this
specialtime. Thereis no chargefor this event. Call
Neil Hess at 937-638-4017 for more information.

CATHOLIC ADULT SINGLES CLUB enables
its members to share, trust and enjoy the ideas
and company of fellow single adults through
weekly activities. For more information, call
419-678-8691. On Saturday, July 24 they will

enjoy the Annie Oakley Days in Greenville OH.
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:

July 24 & 25

Sat. 5:00 p.m.




M. Broerman D K. Elking B J. Homan B S. Homan
D. Kruse b D. Pape D L. & R. Rutschilling b L. Utz
Sun. 8:00 a.m.

C. & R. Brookhart B R. & R. Kremer

B. & S. McDermitt ® T. Schemmel

Sun. 10:00 a.m.

F. Borchers b J. & S. Elking B M. Flaute

M. & S. Francis B J. & S. Thieman B S. Thieman

LECTORS:

July 24 & 25

Sat. 5:00 p.m.

E. Niekamp B G. Topp

Sun. 8:00 a.m.

F. Goettemoeller b S. Bertke
Sun. 10:00 a.m.

S. McDaniel b K. Bornhorst

USHERS:

July 24 & 25

Sat. 5:00 p.m.

D. Anderson B S. Dwenger b J. Kremer
R. Niekamp D T. Wente

Sun. 8:00 a.m.

G. Grevenkamp B T. Howell B K. McGlinch
T. Stachler B M. Varno

Sun. 10:00 a.m.

D. Champagne D L. Dicke B C. Griesdorn
C. Hoffman B G. Nosek

COLLECTION COUNTERS - July 25
B. Thobe B S. Schmackers b J. Ziegenbusch

PARISH REPRESENTATIVES:

July 24 & 25

Sat. 5:00 pm.  Mark & Peggy Kitzmiller
Sun. 8:00 a.m. Jack & Nancy Klenke
Sun. 10:00 a.m. Rod & Marlene Klose

Sat. 5:00 p.m. Leo Schwartz

Sun. 8:00 a.m. Raphael & Nick Rose
10:00 a.m. Holy Redeemer Parish

Mon. 7:00 p.m. Louis & Rita Schwartz

Tues. 8:30 a.m. Elmer Poeppelman

Wed. 12:05p.m. Joseph & Anna Gehret

Thurs. 7:00 p.m. Mike Heitkamp

Fri. 8:30 a.m. Hilda Sommer
Sat. 5:00 p.m. Jeannette & Betty Phlipot
Sun. 8:00 a.m. Holy Redeemer Parish

10:00 a.m. Living & decOd John & Mary
Dircksen family

SERVERS:

July 19 to 25

Mon. 7:00 p.m.

J. Broerman

Tues. 8:30 a.m.

N. Thobe

Wed. 12:05 p.m.
C. Schwartz

Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

E. Balster B M. Kramer

Fri. 8:30 a.m.

C. Francis

Sat. 5:00 p.m.

T. Bergman B C. Broerman
Sun. 8:00 a.m.

W. Meyer b C. Schulze
Sun. 10:00 a.m.

C. Stienecker B M. Warner

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
July 25
Annette Bertke

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUNDAY,
JULY 25

Genesis 18:20-32 Colossians 2:12-14

Luke 11:1-13
MASSES:
July 17 to July 25
ACTIVITIES:
Sun. - Communion to the Sick/Shut-ins by Ministers of Eucharist

- ChildrenOs Liturgy of the Word during 10:00 a.m. Mass
- Baptism of Chase Allen, son of Keith and Andrea (Morsey) Quellhorst and
Jack Michael, son of Robert and Amy (Niekamp) Heitkamp, 11:00 a.m.
Mon. - Schola Cantorum rehearsal, 10:00 a.m. in music room
Tues. - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 9:00 a.ra:Q6 p.m.
Sat. - MenOs Prayer Group, 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. in conference room
S/u @vieg to the Slck/Shut ins by M|n|sters of Eucharist




The Lord said to her in reply, OMartha,
Martha, you are anxious and worried
about many things. There is need of
only one thing. Mary has chosen the
better part and it will not be taken

from her.O Lk 10:41-42



